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49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–06 Edition) § 383.1 

Subpart A—General 

§ 383.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to help 
reduce or prevent truck and bus acci-
dents, fatalities, and injuries by requir-
ing drivers to have a single commercial 
motor vehicle driver’s license and by 
disqualifying drivers who operate com-
mercial motor vehicles in an unsafe 
manner. 

(b) This part: 
(1) Prohibits a commercial motor ve-

hicle driver from having more than one 
commercial motor vehicle driver’s li-
cense; 

(2) Requires a driver to notify the 
driver’s current employer and the driv-
er’s State of domicile of certain convic-
tions; 

(3) Requires that a driver provide pre-
vious employment information when 
applying for employment as an oper-
ator of a commercial motor vehicle; 

(4) Prohibits an employer from allow-
ing a person with a suspended license 
to operate a commercial motor vehicle; 

(5) Establishes periods of disquali-
fication and penalties for those persons 
convicted of certain criminal and other 
offenses and serious traffic violations, 
or subject to any suspensions, revoca-
tions, or cancellations of certain driv-
ing privileges; 

(6) Establishes testing and licensing 
requirements for commercial motor ve-
hicle operators; 

(7) Requires States to give knowledge 
and skills tests to all qualified appli-
cants for commercial drivers’ licenses 
which meet the Federal standard; 

(8) Sets forth commercial motor ve-
hicle groups and endorsements; 

(9) Sets forth the knowledge and 
skills test requirements for the motor 
vehicle groups and endorsements; 

(10) Sets forth the Federal standards 
for procedures, methods, and minimum 
passing scores for States and others to 
use in testing and licensing commer-
cial motor vehicle operators; and 

(11) Establishes requirements for the 
State issued commercial license docu-
mentation. 

[52 FR 20587, June 1, 1987, as amended at 53 
FR 27648, July 21, 1988; 54 FR 40787, Oct. 3, 
1989] 

§ 383.3 Applicability. 
(a) The rules in this part apply to 

every person who operates a commer-
cial motor vehicle (CMV) in interstate, 
foreign, or intrastate commerce, to all 
employers of such persons, and to all 
States. 

(b) The exceptions contained in 
§ 390.3(f) of this subchapter do not apply 
to this part. The employers and drivers 
identified in § 390.3(f) must comply with 
the requirements of this part, unless 
otherwise provided in this section. 

(c) Exception for certain military driv-
ers. Each State must exempt from the 
requirements of this part individuals 
who operate CMVs for military pur-
poses. This exception is applicable to 
active duty military personnel; mem-
bers of the military reserves; member 
of the national guard on active duty, 
including personnel on full-time na-
tional guard duty, personnel on part- 
time national guard training, and na-
tional guard military technicians (ci-
vilians who are required to wear mili-
tary uniforms); and active duty U.S. 
Coast Guard personnel. This exception 
is not applicable to U.S. Reserve tech-
nicians. 

(d) Exception for farmers, firefighters, 
emergency response vehicle drivers, and 
drivers removing snow and ice. A State 
may, at its discretion, exempt individ-
uals identified in paragraphs (d)(1), 
(d)(2), and (d)(3) of this section from 
the requirements of this part. The use 
of this waiver is limited to the driver’s 
home State unless there is a reci-
procity agreement with adjoining 
States. 

(1) Operators of a farm vehicle which 
is: 

(i) Controlled and operated by a 
farmer, including operation by employ-
ees or family members; 

(ii) Used to transport either agricul-
tural products, farm machinery, farm 
supplies, or both to or from a farm; 

(iii) Not used in the operations of a 
common or contract motor carrier; and 

(iv) Used within 241 kilometers (150 
miles) of the farmer’s farm. 

(2) Firefighters and other persons 
who operate CMVs which are necessary 
to the preservation of life or property 
or the execution of emergency govern-
mental functions, are equipped with 
audible and visual signals and are not 
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